
 

 

19th March 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Government announcement 

You may have seen or heard on the news of the Education Secretary’s announcement on 

school closures last night. The Prime Minister also carried the key messages in his daily 

briefing. The announcement about school closures has huge implications for our school. We will 

need to spend time to unpick and develop a clear response, with the support of our Local 

Authority, to try and support our most vulnerable children and young people. 

We need to ensure we offer a safe, sustainable and effective approach for each of our 

individual pupils which will be a challenge in current circumstances. I also recognise parents’ 

right to protect their children and the need for clarity. If you feel your child is vulnerable or may 

be placed at an increased level of risk by sending them to school, please follow the national 

guidance on social distancing.  

The guidelines state those under 70 with an underlying health condition listed below (i.e. 

anyone instructed to get a flu jab as an adult each year on medical grounds) should be socially 

isolating 

 chronic (long-term) respiratory diseases, such as asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease (COPD), emphysema or bronchitis  

 chronic heart disease, such as heart failure  

 chronic kidney disease 

 chronic liver disease, such as hepatitis  

 chronic neurological conditions, such as Parkinson’s disease, motor neurone disease, 

multiple sclerosis (MS), a learning disability or cerebral palsy 

 diabetes 

 problems with your spleen – for example, sickle cell disease or if you have had your 

spleen removed 

 a weakened immune system as the result of conditions such as HIV and AIDS, or 

medicines such as steroid tablets or chemotherapy  

 being seriously overweight (a body mass index (BMI) of 40 or above) 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/asthma/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-copd/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-copd/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/bronchitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/heart-failure/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/kidney-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hepatitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/parkinsons-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/motor-neurone-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/multiple-sclerosis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diabetes/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sickle-cell-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hiv-and-aids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/steroids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chemotherapy/


 

 

We will support any parent choosing to do this for their child as an authorised absence. 

Please just call school, option 1 and inform our Pupil Welfare officer as your decision will help 

us with our daily risk assessments for opening school.  If you have not already informed us it 

is essential school has a phone call from you today or tomorrow morning if you plan to 

keep your child at home.  

The school continues to remain open and will do so until we are instructed to close or until the 

level of risk in doing so becomes too great. Over a quarter of our pupils were off school 

yesterday, as were over 30 staff (because of social isolation and social distancing). We are 

reviewing this every day and making major adjustments to provision and organisation. We will 

review this every day before we open school as the position changes so quickly. We will update 

you by text, Facebook or via our website so please be prepared at short notice for school day 

changes. 

We have been so appreciative of parental support and we hope by continuing to keep you 

updated we can work together to find solutions. I am planning to meet with the Local Authority 

to discuss next steps to ensure the health needs and educational needs of pupil are well met 

given the current pressures the National Health Service and Local authority are experiencing. 

Our school team will do everything we can to ensure our pupils are safe, enjoy their school 

days and carry on ‘Learning for Life’. Our staff have been so supportive this week, adapting to 

every change that has been needed and they have been determined to make sure we run 

school life and maintain the important routines of the day for pupils. 

Thank you for you continued support and trust in school. We will post updates on Facebook, 

send texts and letters as soon as we have more detailed plans in place for tomorrow and the 

days ahead. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Lorraine Dawney 

Headteacher 

 


